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INTRODUCTION. 



The Author of the following discourses will, perhaps, be 
sufficiently vindicated from any charge of presumption in 
their publication, by stating that he has committed them 
to the Press at the unanimous request of the Christian 
church over which he has the honour and the happiness 
of presiding in the Lord. 

On the day immediately succeeding that on which these 
Sermons were delivered from the pulpit, the church mem- 
bers of his flock assembled in the East India Road School- 
room, with a view to celebrate the fourth anniversary of 
his settlement as their minister, and to promote, by social 
intercourse, their own mutual improvement. Addresses, 
bearing on the advancement of personal piety and congre- 
gational efficiendy, were delivered by several of the mem- 
bers; and frequent reference having been made to the 
pastoral instructions of the previous day, it was resolved, 
on the motion of the two senior deacons, that the pastor 
should be respectfully requested to publish the sermons to 
which they had then listened with profit and pleasure. 
This application was, to him, invested with such a degree 
of affectionate authority, as he had no inclination to resist. 
And though, indeed, the discourses were prepared and 
preached without any reference to publication, he was not 
unwilling to place in a permanent form, the truths they 
contained, and to embrace the opportunity thus presented 
of recording some interesting circumstances connected 
with the history of the congregation to which he ministers 
the word of God. 

Trinity Chapel, Poplar, was built at the sole expense of 
George Green, Esq., of Blackwall, with a view to the spi- 
ritual advantage of the large and rapidly increasing popu- 
lation, in the midst of which it is situated. The inadequacy 
of the previously existing religious instruction, and the 
prevalence of Puseyism in the neighbourhood, prompted to 
a2 



IV INTRODUCTION. 

the erection of this house of prayer. The property, which 
is freehold, has been generously conveyed into trust, and 
the advantages thus communicated to the public will be 
perpetuated to future generations. On Thursday, August 
5th, 1841, the chapel was opened for Divine worship, when 
suitable and impressive sermons were preached, in the 
morning by the Rev. Thomas Raffles, D,D,, LL.D., of 
Liverpool, and in the evening by the Rev. James Sherman, 
of Surrey chapel, London. In the following December, 
the writer of these notices, who was then the pastor of the 
church assembling in Norley chapel, Plymouth, was in- 
vited to become the minister of this new chapel. It was 
not, however, till the following spring, and after a second 
visit to the scene of his present labours, that he saw it his 
duty to accede to the request. On Lord's day, the 29th 
May, 1842, he entered on his stated ministry there; preach- 
ing in the morning from Zechariah, iv. 6, " Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts ;'* 
and in the evening from Isaiah, liii. 10, " And the pleasure 
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand." On Friday, the first 
of July,in the sameyear,a Christian church was formed,con- 
sisting of forty-eight persons, who agreed ** to watch over 
each other in love, and to maintain the doctrine and disci- 
pline taught in the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and usually held by churches of the congre- 
gational order." The church tnen elected their present 
pastor, and chose Mr. George Oreen and Mr. Thomas 
Williams as their deacons; and, on the following Sabbath, 
commemorated the death of the Saviour at the sacra- 
mental table, in the breaking of bread. On the I5th of 
December the public recognition of the pastor took place. 
In this service the late excellent Dr. Fletcher, the Revds. A. 
Tidman, J. Sherman, and other ministers assisted, while a 
great number of metropolitan pastors assembled to testify 
their fraternal interest in the newly formed Christian 
church, and its then recognised minister. 

Reviewing the years that have rolled away since these 
events transpired, there is great cause for mutual thanks- 
giving to the God of all grace and consolation. The 
church has steadily increased, so that scarcely a monthly 
meeting has taken place without the admission of several 
persons to its fellowship, and at the end of the fourth year 
of its existence, the number of its communicants was found 
to be about two hundred and fifty. From the beginning 
tlie cpngregation has been considerable, and now that the 
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charm of no?elty has passed away, it not only remains un- 
diminished in numbers, but it has been found desirable to 
enlarge the chapel so as to provide accommodation for an 
increasing attendance. 

The congregation thus collected has been the means, in 
the hand of God, of accomplishing some things which it is 
hoped will tend to the promotion of his glory. They have 
erected two school-rooms, for Sunday and daily instruc- 
tion, which are largely attended by children, who receive 
an efficient and Christian instruction. The Bible classes, 
conducted by the pastor, have, it is believed, been exten- 
sively useful in the impartation of scriptural knowledge, 
and in the formation of Christian character, as many of 
their members have been added to the church. The volun- 
tary zeal of some ladies in the congregation has sustained 
a Dorcas society, which originated in the enlightened soli- 
citude of the now sainted and lamented wife of the pastor, 
for the welfare of the poor around her. A benevolent 
society, for visiting and relieving the indigent sick at their 
own habitations, has been well sustained in its lowly career 
of growing usefulness. Associations have been formed in 
aid of British missions, the London City mission, the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Jews, and 
other institutions vhich aim at the temporal advantage 
and everlasting salvation of the human familv. The first 
collection made in the chapel was on behalf of the London 
Missionary Society, and the contributions to that eminently 
catholic and Christian institution have steadily increased, 
till the amount collected in the ^ear ending' March 31, 
1846, including some special contributions, was £218 I9s. 
There is good reason to believe that this Christian sanc- 
tuary is, in a variety of ways, exercising a beneficent influ- 
ence on many minds, and the hope may well be cherished, 
that the holy peace and spiritual prosperity hitherto 
enjoyed in its precincts are but pledges and preludes of 
more abundant blessing from God. 

These facts are narrated not for the purpose of promoting 
personal or sectarian boasting, but with a view to glorify 
the grace of the Saviour, and to render suitable acknow- 
ledgments to the work of that benevolent individual by 
whose liberal zeal the whole of this religious interest was 
originated. But for the enlightened anxiety of Mr. Green 
to benefit his neighbours, the chapel would have had no 
existence, and few, if any, of the efforts now described 
would have been made to spread the gospel. This exam- 
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pie is one which enlightened wealthy individuals would do 
well to imitate. If the ignorance and irreligion of the 
masses of the people are to be overtalsen and subdued, 
Christians of all denominations must put forth greater 
efforts than hitherto for the accomplishment of this object ; 
and if the congregational churches of this country are to 
take their proper share in the work of evangelizing our 
home population, they must multiply places of Christian 
worship in densely inhabited neighbourhoods. Their 
evangelical and liberal principles are suited, under the 
blessing of God, to work savingly on the middle classes of 
society, and these are eminently fitted, in their combined 
associated capacity as Christians, to diffuse the light of 
gospel truth in the localities in which they dwell. 

In conclusion, the writer would express his earnest hope, 
that the church and congregation for whose edification 
these sermons are especially intended may increase in all 
knowledge and spiritual understanding, that their love to 
each other and to all Christian people may abound yet more 
and more, and that their career of usefulness and happiness 
may be as that of " the sun shining in his strength." With 
these sentiments he dedicates this production to his beloved 
people, and subscribes himself, with' feelings of lively in. 
terest in their welfare, their affectionate Pastor, 

GEORGE SMITH. 

Tbinity Paasonagb, Aug. 1846. 



V^t <^ntt^ Hmtxmttti. 



A SERMON, &c. 



For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, siWer, precious stones, wood, hay, stub- 
ble; every man's work shall be made manifest: for the 
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire, 
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 
If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon 
he shall receive a reward. If any man's work be burned, 
he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so 
as by fire. — I Corinthians iii. 1 1 — 15. 



Various and contradictory interpretations have 
been given by ancient and modem commentators 
of this somewhat difficult bat comprehensive and 
instructive passage of the word of God. The 
church of Rome, ever ready to pervert the reve- 
lation of heaven, and to change the truth of the 
Bible into fables, has, with her accustomed adroit- 
ness, pressed this scripture into the unnatural 
support of the monstrous notion of purgatory. 
Fixing on the latter clause, which speaks of 
being saved as by fire, she has affirmed that it 
refers to a 8tat« of penal siififering between the 
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tiine of death and the day of final judgment^ 
in which the spirits of those who die under the 
guilt of venial sins are purified hy the action of 
fiery torment, and made meet to participate the 
holiness and joys of heaven. In refutation of 
this assumption it may be sufficient to observe, 
that this doctrine was utterly unknown in the 
purest ages of Christianity, and was evidently 
borrowed from the Platonic philosophy of Greece. 
It worked its way gradually to general accept- 
ance in the dark ages of the church, and has been 
held, with many variations, by the abettors of 
Popery to the present time. Such a dogma dis- 
honours the perfect sacrifice of Christ, whose 
blood cleanseth from all sin ; detains its votaries 
in a state of bondage, from which the Saviour 
died to deliver his people ; and emboldens men 
to continue in sin, with the prospect of absolution 
in a future state; while it has proved a powerful 
instrument of priestly domination over, and ex- 
action from, the people. It finds no countenance 
in the sacred scriptures, which declare that the 
believer when absent from the body is present 
with the Lord; and it contradicts the passage 
before us, which affirms, not that the person saved 
shall be tried as with fire, but that his work shall 
be subjected to this ordeal. 

An elucidation of a totally different order has 
been given of our text, by persons who are pro- 
perly opposed to all innovations on the sim- 
plicity of the Christian ritual . Believing that the 
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kingdom of God is not meat and drink ; that it 
consists not in outward forms^ but in the control 
of divine grace upon the heart, they have viewed 
with regret the superstitious observances which 
persons, at different times, have grafted on the 
doctrine of Christ, and while judging them 
charitably as it regards their motives and state 
before God, have compared their additions to the 
scriptural forms of Christian worship to ''wood, 
hay, and stubble," destined to an ignominious 
destruction ; though the persons themselves, rely- 
ing as they did, notwithstanding the obscurity 
of their views, on the Saviour, as the all-sufficient 
foundation of human hope, shall be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. Now we are far from 
saying that this is not a great scriptural truth, 
while we affirm that it does not appear to be the 
truth taught in this passage. It is evident, from 
the context, that the question under consider- 
ation was not one respecting ceremonies, but 
one which had reference to the construction of 
the church at Corinth. Disputations concerning 
meats or drinks, or the keeping of a holy day, 
were not agitating the minds of its members; 
but rather points of leadership and schismatic 
rivalry, fomented by persons who appear to have 
been corrupting the purity of the church, not by 
teaching the people to look favourably upon 
Jewish ceremonies, but by retaining in fellow- 
ship with them individuals who were depraved 
in character and conduct. 
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Yet another opinion has been more generally 
entertained by interpreters, who have supposed 
that the apostle refers to parties who embraced 
erroneous doctrines, though they retained a belief 
in the essential truth of Christianity, that Christ 
died and rose again for the salvation of men. 
Faith in this, it is argued, will ensure salvation, 
while many erroneous sentiments held in con- 
nexion with it will be burned, and the individual 
embracing at once the true and the false will be 
saved, though with difficulty. According to 
this theory sound doctrines are compared to 
gold, silver, and precious stones ; and erroneous 
religious sentiments to wood, hay, and stubble ; 
but to this exposition we find several weighty 
and insuperable objections. Whatever was in- 
tended by this foundation, the apostle Paul 
had evidently laid it, during the period of his 
personal ministry at Corinth, and others were 
engaged in rearing an edifice upon it. This 
representation could scarcely apply to the doc- 
trines of Christianity, as he would not only 
have taught, during the year and six months 
he laboured in that city, the great doctrine of 
Christ crucified, but also its various collateral 
truths, for in all his ministrations he " shunned 
not to declare the whole counsel of God.** It 
could scarcely be pretended that any new truth 
remained for others to enunciate. Moreover, he 
repeatedly describes, in this passage, the subject 
of which he was speaking as being the work of 
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men — as something which they had done, or 
were doing — which would not be a very appro- 
priate statement if applied to doctrines divinely 
revealed, and which were not discovered by 
laborious processes of mental exertion, but were 
rather taught by the Holy Spirit, as points of 
dogmatic truth, by proclamation from the hea- 
venly oracle. It is still farther deserving of 
remark, that the system of Christian doctrine is 
in no instance, in the scriptures, compared to 
a temple or to a building of any description, nor 
can such a system be said, with strict propriety, 
to be tried as with fire. The doctrine of Christ 
appears involved in the foundation, and the 
supporters of false doctrine appear to be building 
on another foundation, inasmuch as conscientious 
differences of opinion, on points of minor impor- 
tance, cannot be said to endanger the salvation 
of the human spirit. 

We apprehend, then, that the apostle was 
speaking of persons, and not of things ; of the 
building up of a Christian church, and not of 
the elaboration of a system of doctrinal truth or 
error. In harmony with this view, we under- 
stand him to convey most solemn lessons to the 
pastors and teachers, and members of the Corin- 
thian church, in reference to the spirit and aims 
with which they should labour to carry on the 
work he had begun. He, as a wise master-builder 
or architect {a^x'''''^'''^^)' ^^ ^^^^ ^^® foundation 
and proceeded to some extent in the erection of 
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a Christian church, in Corinth. Called as he 
vfoA, in the providence of God, to preach the 
gospel in other regions, the work of building up 
the church necessarily devolved upon others. 
Some of these displayed a schismatic spirit, and 
were the leaders of parties, who assumed the 
name of Paul, or of Apollos, or that of Christ. 
In their zeal for a party they were under strong 
temptations to introduce persons to the church 
who were marked by deficiency in all the essen- 
tial qualifications for membership. Now, as 
builders, they were cautioned against this, and 
urged to take heed with what materials they 
built. Two sorts were presented to them: the 
valuable and permanent; the worthless and 
evanescent. They were enjoined, by implication, 
to employ the former, and to reject the latter, 
as they indulged the hope of recompense, or 
(}readed the loss of failure and defeat. 

We are shut up to this interpretation of our 
text, as the only one that can consistently be 
adopted. It removes the difficulties which en- 
compass any other hypothesis, and presents an 
intelligible and solemn view, fraught with in- 
struction to the entire church in all coming ages 
of the world ; and by this principle the passage 
is brought into harmony with the context. In 
the ninth verse, the apostle says to the church, 
" Ye are God's building ;" and in the sixteenth 
verse, exclaims, " Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God!" These sentences, preceding 
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and following the text^ lead us with precision to 
its true principle of explication^ and show that 
the entire paragraph bears reference to the holy 
character with which the church of the living 
God should be impressed. And this figutative 
language is in conformity with numerous state- 
ments of Scripture, descriptive of the church. 
Jehovah, by the lips of Isaiah, in ancient times, 
thus spake to his afflicted people, "Behold, I 
will lay thy stones with fair colours, and thy 
foundations with sapphires, and I will make thy 
windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, 
and all thy borders of pleasant stones." — Chap, 
liv. 11, 12. Frequently the whole church is 
compared to a building, or a temple, and sepa- 
rate Christian communities are so represented. 
The Saviour, in reference to the acknowledgment 
made by Simon as to his proper Deity, declared, 
*' On this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it." — Matt, 
xvi. 18. St. Paul, in addressing the Ephesians, 
said, " Ye are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief comer stone ; in whom all the build- 
ing, fitly framed together, groweth unto a holy 
temple in the Lord." — Chap ii. 20, 21. Similar 
figures are employed in the Apocalypse, and still 
more direct is their use in the first epistle of 
Peter, chap. ii. 5 ; where, addressing the scat- 
tered strangers, the apostle says, " Ye also, as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house." 
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Such a subject as that now before you, would 
be appropriate for meditation in a Christian con- 
gregation, in connexion with any of its religious 
services^ but the return of this day lends it pecu- 
liar impressiveness to us, in our relation to each 
other, in the Lord. Four years since, this morn- 
ing, I commenced my stated labours in thi& 
place, as your minister. We met that day in 
sight of the cross ; around that blessed object we 
have been accustomed since to gather; to that 
point of moral attraction we propose now to 
conduct you ; and we hope in all our subsequent 
ministrations to give prominence to the doctrine 
of a crucified Saviour. To this we are impelled 
by the preferences of judgment and affection, 
and by a grateful recollection of the fact that 
our entrance in unto you has not been in vain. 
Soon after the period to which I have thus 
alluded, a Christian church was formed here on 
scriptural, congregational principles. The num- 
bers of the members have steadily increased. 
Many persons have been brought under the 
regenerating influence of the truth, and have 
■ been added to our fellowship. Our present cir- 
cumstances urge us to the cultivation and utter- 
ance of grateful emotions. Our peace has been 
unbroken, the cases calling for the exercise of 
discipline have been few; and while attended 
with many cares and anxieties, my residence 
amongst you has afforded me little else than 
satisfaction, so far as you are concerned. We 
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are called upon to review the past, that we may 
be humbled and instructed; and to anticipate 
the future, in that spirit which will enable us 
more efficiently to carry into effect the design of 
our Christian constitution. With this object in 
▼iew, I invite your prayerful attention to such 
illustrations of the text as may be presented. 
Considered in the light in which it has just now 
been placed before you, we shall regard it as 
furnishing a statement of the exclusive foundar- 
tion of a Christian church — as exhibiting the 
materials of whicb such a church should consist 
— ^as indicating the severe test to which it will 
certainly be brought — and as denoting the 
pleasing and awful results in which its exposure 
to trial will terminate. 

1. The exclusive and sufficient foundation of 
a Christian church is said to be Jesus Christ. 

In architecture the massive stones laid on, or 
in the earth, and on which any building reposes, 
are called foundations. And this, by a figure, is 
transferred, not only to the vital propositions of 
sciences and moral systems, but to great princi- 
ples which are interwoven with, and uphold all 
institutions and combinations of men. There 
are certain truths which are recognised in all 
languages as the foundations of civil society, 
and held as the things without which it could 
not subsist. And so the Christian church, which 
is a community, must be brought together and 
retained in union by the recognition of certain 
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truths. These are all included in the preaching* 
of Jesus Christ. The apostle, in commencing 
his ministry at Corinth, determined to know 
nothing among the people but '' Christ and Him 
cruciBed/' He proclaimed that Saviour who 
bore our sins in his own body on the tree, who 
interceded for the transgressors, as their advo- 
cate with the Father ; and spake of his Spirit, 
" which they who believe in him receive" to be 
their preserver, sanctifier, and comforter. Now 
the Saviour thus proclaimed, believed in; and 
loved, sustains to his church the relation of a 
foundation to a building. Jehovah epake of him 
by the prophet, under this similitude, " Behold, 
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation.'* 
Isaiah xxviii. 16. It would appear, from certain 
allusions, both in the old and new Testaments, 
that the foundation of the temple, built on 
Mount Zion, was, in several respects, typical of 
the person of Christ, and of his relation to his 
people. That stone was rejected by the builders, 
and yet made the head of the comer ; and this 
is said to be the Lord's doings, and marvellous 
in the eyes of spectators. The probability seems 
to be, that David, in preparing for the erection, 
had fixed on some one stone for the foundation ; 
that the builders, on surveying it, had rejected 
it, as unsuitable to the purposes of the building ; 
and that an appeal was made, by Urim and 
Thummim, for the decision of the Lord Grod, 
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who announced his determination that the re- 
jected Btone should be the foundation. The 
Saviour applied these facts to himself^ foj ad- 
dressing the chief priests and elders of the people, 
when they had questioned his authority as a 
prophet, and plainly intimated their want of 
confidence in his teaching, he said, ^'Did ye 
never read in the Scriptures, the stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head 
of the comer : this is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes." Matthew xxi. 42. And 
the application of this to him is evident. The 
Jewish teachers claimed the honour of building 
up the church of God, and yet by teaching 
fables and ceremonies, and the authority of 
Moses, they rejected the claims of Jesus as the 
Messiah, and eventually conspired to put him 
to death. By his resurrection and ascension to 
the throne of mediatorial glory, God intimated 
his acceptance of his person and work, and an- 
nounced him to be the only foundation of the 
Christian church. The apostles, divinely in- 
structed, thus proclaimed him ; and still he is 
preached as the Resurrection and the Life, and 
in this preaching is laid the foundation of the 
Christian church. 

Some iUustrations of this vital truth may be 
presented to your contemplation. It is an un- 
questionable fact, that Christ is the exclusive 
foundation of all the personal hopes af salvation 
which are entertained by the true believer. 
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Lofly expectations are indulged by those in 
whose hearts divine grace has been implanted. 
They hope for the pardon of sin^ and for the 
increasing purification of their nature; for the 
manifested favour of God, and for the indwelling 
of his Holy Spirit. They believe that they are 
adopted into the divine family, and that they 
shall realise all the advantages intended to result 
from this most precious relationship. They look 
for the resurrection of the body, and for the en- 
joyment of unutterable and eternal blessedness 
in the future life. These benefits come to supply 
those which were forfeited by transgression, and 
as all these are procured by the Saviour, we 
scripturally build on him our hopes of receiving 
them. His holy character and obedient life, his 
sacrificial death an4 prevalent intercession, form 
the ground on which we base our expectations of 
grace and glory. " Here is firm footing ; iall is 
sea beside." The soul, resting on his merit, and 
sustained by his power, shall be secure in life 
and death. To build the hope of heaven on 
sacramental efficacy, on human goodness, or on 
works of our own, is like building on the sand. 
The erection may appear fair and solid in the 
calm of sunshine, but will fall into utter ruins in 
the night of darkness and storm. Let each of 
us see that we are built upon Christ, so shall we 
never be ashamed, nor confounded. 

And each separate Christian church is to be 
built upon Christ. Such a community is a com- 
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bination of individual believers^ united to each 
other by affection^ and reposing their hopes of a 
common salvation on the crucified Redeemer. 
Hence the foundation of a church is to be laid 
in the preaching of Christ. And much is im- 
plied in this. He is to be proclaimed freely aad 
fuUy^ to saints and to sinners. His cross is to 
be presented for the conviction of the guilty^ for 
the attraction of the wanderer^ and for the con- 
solation of the mourner. He is to be exhibited 
in all his offices, as the Teacher, the Ruler, and 
the Saviour of his body, the church. The graces 
of his perfect character, and the nature of his 
mediatorial undertaking are to be unfolded to 
the admiring gaze of all around. He is to be 
the Alpha and Omega of our ministry, as he is 
the author and finisher of your faith. If we sub- 
stitute reason, philosophy, eloquence, or a cold 
morality for the Christian foundation, we act 
alike unfaithfully to our trust, and to your in- 
terests. However massive and glorious the social 
structure we may rear, it will be comparatively 
worthless, and be condemned in the strict in- 
spection of the judgment day. So fully did 
Paul hold this truth, that he invoked the most 
tremendous denunciation on a supposed de- 
parture from it, when he said to the Galations, 
" Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed." c. i. 8. 
And, though with a less fearful imagining, the 
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apostle John concurred in the anathema^ as he 
wrote, ''If there come any unto you, and hring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed." You will not, 
with these sentences ringing in your ears, marvel 
that we lay great stress on the preaching of the 
cross of Christ. Your vital prosperity and sta- 
bility, as a church, is closely interwoven with a 
firm adherence to the doctrine of the atonement. 
It is your best security from internal dissensions, 
and from outward attacks. Built up as a society 
on this ground, you will increase with all the 
increase of God. May you never depart from 
this truth, lest Ichabod be written upon your 
walls, and the glory of Christianity depart from 
you I 

On this foundation the whole church of Christ 
is built " Other foundation can no man lay." 
This statement does not intend that the attempt 
may not be made, but proclaims it to be unlaw- 
ful in its intention, and a failure in the end of 
the labour. Christ was, indeed, the only foun- 
dation ever laid by the apostles, whether in 
Jerusalem, or in Samaria; whether in Rome, or 
in Athens. Wherever they opened their com- 
mission, they delivered first of all the truth 
that he died for our sins, and was buried, and 
rose again, according to the Scriptures. All 
succeeding Christian teachers are laid under the 
most solemn obligation in this respect, to imitate 
their conduct. Let this apostolic doctrine be 
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preached in the spirit of the apostles^ and you 
realize the genuine and only apostolic succession. 
A warm attachment to it is the best security for 
ministerial fidelity, and for the attainment of the 
divine blessing. God will honour it, as the in- 
strument of converting sinners, and of edifying 
believers. An efficient ministry will demonstrate 
itself to be a valid one ; and the great temple 
which shall one day fill the earth, built upon the 
Rock of ages, will rise in its fair proportions and 
moral beauty, till the top stone is brought forth 
with shoutings of *' Grace, grace unto it." 

Ideas of stability and duration, as the charac- . 
teristics of the church of Christ, are suggested 
to us by this representation of its foundation. 
Keposing not on the security of legislative enact- 
ments, the decrees of councils, or the creeds of 
party, but resting on the unchanging Saviour, it 
is secure. Against it the powers of earth and hell 
expend their might in vain. There is no en- 
chantment or divination that can wither its 
strength. No weapon formed against it shall 
prosper. The ravages of time pass over, and 
leave its immortal freshness untouched. No 
treachery within, or opposition from without, can 
lead to its overthrow, for God is in the midst of 
it, and it shall not be moved. Unchangeable is 
the Rock of our salvation, and immoveable the 
basis of the universal church. The mountains 
may depart, and the hills be removed ; the forms 
of physical might and beauty decay and perish ; 
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the thrones of earth tremble, and the combina- 
tions of men, on worldly principles, expire, but 
the church of Christ shall abide to the end of 
time, '' stand like a palace built for God,*' and 
be secure as the temple of Deity amidst the fire 
that dissolves the universe, for it is built upon 
the foundation laid by the Eternal. And this is 
to us a source of comfort under the mutations of 
earth and the changes of time. The church in 
all ages is one, and rests securely now, as in 
other times, on the basis of unfailing truth. The 
principles which upheld the faith of patriarchs, 
. and cheered the hopes of prophets, and sustained 
the spirits of apostles, amidst labours, reproaches, 
imprisonment, and death, are those which lie at 
the foundation of our faith, and are among the 
things most surely believed by us ; included as 
they are in the doctrine of Jesus Christ crucified; 
*^ For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 

2. We advance to a consideration of the ma- 
terials of which a Christian church should 
consist. 

The nature of a foundation, and the solemnity 
with which it is laid, would serve, in some de- 
gree, to intimate the character of the contem- 
plated superstruction ; and here the idea of a 
temple is furnished, as an abode for the Eternal 
Spirit. He dwells not in temples made with 
hands, but in contrite, regenerated hearts. Man 
at first was his temple, in which the incense of 
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grateful devotion was continually presented, and 
in which he stooped to receive adoration and 
praise. Sin defiled the shrine, demolished the 
edifice, and left the human spirit the wreck of 
its former grandeur. It is the design of God's 
dispensations of revealed religion to rebuild 
this temple, and to make the heart of man his 
constant home. He comes near to us, he dwells 
in us, for he hath given us of his Spirit ; and this 
representation is equally true of a collection of 
believers, assembling in one place, as a church ; 
they are ''builded together for a habitation of God 
through the Spirit." Hence the apostle Paul 
urges holiness of character and association on the 
Corinthian church, by the consideration that they 
were the temple of the living God, who had said, 
" I will dwell in them, and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people." 

The Jewish tabernacle and temple were, in 
their divine inhabitation, types of the Christian 
church, and were built by the divine command, 
according to a pattern of heavenly origin. It is 
reasonable to expect that God, who is jealous for 
his honour, and for the purity of his worship, 
would intimate the way in which his church 
should be built up ; and the text teaches us that 
it is not to be a collection of worthless materials, 
appropriated to a subordinate and temporary 
purpose, but to be a splendid and permanent 
building, worthy of its founder, and correspond- 
ing with the foundation on which it rests. We 
c 



24 THE CHURCH INSTRUCTED. 

are thus assisted to the e^mceptiqu of what> 
through the frailty of humian character and la- 
boucs, a church may become, and are furnished 
with the right idea of what, in every case, it 
should be. ^ 

A Christian church should consist of holy 
members. The figures we are contemplating de- 
note that a valuable character is stamped upon 
them. Like the precious sons of Zion^ they :are 
compared to fine gold; Purchased by the blood of 
Christ, and regenerated and sanctified by hisirord 
and Spirit, they are adorned with the be%uties of 
holiness. As the polished .workiOiailship of a 
divine hand, they are precioUs in the si^ht of 
God, and are so esteemed by ail the holy intelli-» 
gences of the universe. Distingaished by .the 
possesion of sterling principle, however lowly 
their worldly position, ors humble their preten.^ 
sibns in the sight 6f men, ^ey are the excellent 
of tiie earthy laid shdll be had iti etet}£#tl0g 
r^nendwance* The: grace of God ennobles th^ 
intellect, tecalt^.jkhe,:eh&rai^r, and jend6rs its 
possessor a^fit eaxnpanion for the loftiest cheated 
spiritB in &e world .cf Jight and love.. . 

The magnificenoel pf an orientsl pAlft(Pe> 
adorned witb jgold^.^nd sijver, and ]pieeioi»s 
stones. seems: alluded to for the purposte.of i^tir 
mating that a. Christian church, should reflec|; 
the glory ofthe JSaryi^ur# Its men>bers^ by the 
purity of thw principle the spirituality of their 
tempers,, and the blamelessnessof thei? live^j, are 
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to adorn tbe doctrine of God^ their Redeemer. 
« The king's daughter is all glorious witbiii." 
The beauty of the Lord our God is upon his peon 
pie. They reflect the naild lustre and celestial 
glory of the Invisible. Brought into contact 
with Christ, they imbibe his temper, and men 
take knowledge of theni that th^y ha^Te beea 
with Jesus. Their appearance is like that of 
some hidiant temple> adorned with jewels, ref|ect<- 
ing their brilliant hues in the gleams of the tioonrr 
tide or setting sun; Their lustre terminates not 
with the eyening of life, for> constituting a part 
of that invisible sanctuary 6f which the Lord 
God and the Lamb are the light and glory> they 
shall shine as the. sun in the kingdom of their 
Father for ever and ever. 

And various degrees of excellence are repre^ 
sented by the text as belonging to memtbers of a 
church. Gold is more valu^le than silva:, and 
some precious stones are more cost]ly than either* 
So some saints aref pre-eminent when . compared 
with others, in gifts, and grace, and service. In 
a great house there are vessels of gold and of 
silver, and some to honour, and some to disho- 
nour. In a building there is a v^ety.of pur? 
pose subserved by its several parts^ Som0 are 
pillars for stren^, and some the tracery for 
adornment; and thus it is in. the churches of 
Christ : some of their members are strong aiid 
sustain the body in whick they are incorpoi^ted, 
while others, by their isuniablenesfi^ adorn the 
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cause with which they are identified. To some 
a prominent^ and to others, a retiring position is 
assigned ; but all have their use, and each one, 
as a living stone, united to the rest, maketh in- 
crease of the whole in love. 

Now, of such materials a church ought to be 
constructed. The precious should be separated 
from the vile, and become a- temple in which 
spiritual sacrifices should be offered to God con- 
tinually. And a solemn duty presses itself upon 
those of us who are employed in building up 
this church. The pastor and deacons are to take 
heed what they build upon this foundation 
which has been laid, and the members, when 
using their suffrages, in admitting others to their 
communion, are to exercise a sound discretion, 
and seek their increase by receiving those only 
who, in the judgment of charity, have been re- 
ceived by the Lord. Be not partakers of other 
men's sins; keep yourselves pure. 

The necessity of caution in building up a 
Christian society is evident, from the fact that 
worthless materials, from design or accident, 
may be inwoven with the church, and thus dis- 
figure the entire edifice. Ignorant and worthless 
professors, who appear as gold and precious 
stones, but are flimsy and valueless as hay and 
stubble, who have the form of godliness, though 
destitute of its power, and the language of piety 
on their lips, without divine grace in their hearts, 
may seek from different motives to join them- 
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Belves to the disciples of the Son of God. These, 
in an evil day, may be added to the church, from 
an ove^ anxious desire to swell the number of sup- 
posed converts, and a greater concern for the quan* 
tity than for the quality of Christian profession; 
from loose and unscriptural notions of the nature 
and design of Christian fellowship, and from the 
impossibility of arriving, in every case, at a cor- 
rect estimate of character, even when the most 
careful scrutiny has been instituted. A commu- 
nity would not be unchurched, though deterio- 
rated, by the introduction of such parties ; as it 
is inevitable, in the present state of things, that 
the unworthy at times will simulate piety, and 
deceive even the very elect : it is, nevertheless, 
an unquestionable duty to aim at securing the 
purity of the body, by repelling all that could 
vitiate its holy character. 

This view of a Christian church should prompt 
us to serious personal enquiry. Avowedly built 
on the true foundation, we may ask individually. 
What is my character in the sight of Him who 
trieth the reins and the heart P Am I as gold or 
silver, or as the chaff which the wind driveth 
away P Do I shed a lustre on the profession I 
make, or do I dishonour that holy namie by 
which I am called P Does the Saviour look upon 
me with approbation as one of his jewels, or 
regard me as fuel fit for the burning ? Oh ! *' Ex- 
amine yourselves whether ye be in the faith. 
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Know ye not, your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobate ?" 

.3. We are thus led to consider our text as 
indicating the severe test to which every part of 
this Christian structure will certainly be brought. 

It will be exposed to severe trial, in the nature 
of things, as all principles and combinations of 
persons aiming at great objects, necessarily must 
be. This is plainly and broadly stated in the 
language before us. " The fire shisdl try every 
man's work of what sort it is." Some specific 
day is spoken of as the period, when the real cha- 
racter of each man's work shall be made mani- 
fest. We are not told what day was intended ; 
whether near or remote, whether local or general. 
The structure of the sentence might lead our 
thoughts to the final judgment, while the indefi- 
nite character of the words, as to the>eason indi* 
cated, would leave us at liberty to include in it 
other times of trial, intended for the church ; and 
thus the whole representation adds,- even by its 
vagueness, to the impressiveness of the fact, that 
every man's work shall be made manifest. A 
fiery ordeal is prepared for all the professed dis- 
ciples of our Saviour, who, in various ways, will 
be tried, with a view to the development of their 
actual character. Allusion is obviously made to 
the practice of an assayer, who tries metals by 
exposure to the flame, in order to ascertain their 
value, and to separate the precious from the vile. 
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The church has been exposed to the fire of 
persecution in apostolic times; and m those im- 
mediately succeeding them, the vast majority of 
Christian ptofessors weiie subjected to this test. 
In the middle' «^^ the trae church was thus 
tried! And even in modem times^ as in Mada- 
gascar, Tahiti, and Constantinople^ the flame of 
p^Rsectftion has kindled around the servants of 
Jesns dhrist Fire, as a subtle and powerful 
element, p^vading all bodies, consuming some 
and refoing others, according to their nature, 
famishes an appropriate emblem of the work- 
ings of persecution. By it ^' many shall be pu* 
rified, and miade white, and tried ; but the wicked 
shall do wickedly. " The soundness of principle, 
and the sincerity of profbssiQn, are tried in the 
day of p^secation. Ashamed of Christ, and 
unable to bear the reproach of his cross, many 
have gone back, at such seasons, and have walked 
no more with him; while the steadfast, moral 
beroism of the faithful, who *' lived unknown till 
persecution dragged them into fame," has shone 
forth in the darkness of the dungeon, and above 
the flames which consumed their bodies, and 
'^chased their spirits up to heaven." If any exten- 
dve infidel or popish persecution should arise in 
Christendom, it would " try every man's work of 
what sort it is;" and, though an evil in itself, 
would be attended with some advantage to the 
cause of trath. 

By the providential arrangements of God, in> 
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diyidual character is frequently tried. Poverty 
and affliction have burned, as in a furnace, many 
of thie faithful, who have reaped the sanctification 
of their calamities, and appeared to be vessels 
meet for the master's use. The trial of their faith 
has been much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, and has been found unto praise, and 
honour, and glory. On the other hand, some 
ivho have been exalted above measure by pros- 
perity, have forgotten God, and become unmind- 
ful of their early vows. '* They bore the storm 
when waves were rough,'* but sunk in the calm 
of halcyon tranquility. They followed Jesus in 
the lowly paths of humble life, but hid themselves 
from him in the sunshine of prosperity. Thus 
Demas forsook an apostle, having loved the pre- 
sent evil world. And of many it might be said, 
" They went but from us, because they were not 
of us." The day of trial has made manifest the 
unworthy and the good. Their sins have gone 
beforehand to judgment, or their works have fol- 
lowed after them. 

The fire of holy scriptural discipline is ordained 
for the purification of the churches. . By its in- 
fluence the Saviour, whose ** furnace is in Jeru- 
salem," refines them as silver is refined. There is 
no power on earth so solemn and awful as this, 
when wisely and impartially exercised. The 
deliberate and united decision of a Christian 
society to the effect that one of its members, 
built professedly on the true foundation, and 
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wearing the form of a living stone, or ornament 
of gold, is nothing bat wood or stubble, contains 
an announcement of solemn import, only inferior 
to the infallible decision of the glorious head of 
the church. While the laws of the spiritual 
kingdom are thus enforced for the excision of the 
worthless and hypocritical, the Lord himself sits 
as a refiner and purifier of silver. In proportion 
as the church exercises, with fidelity and affec- 
tion, the power with which he has intrusted it 
for the edification and purity of the body, he 
fulfils his own memorable declaration, " What- 
soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven ; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven." On you, as a church, 
devolves the maintainance of that discipline 
which shall preserve you from the alloy of such 
worldliness and corruption as would be fatal to 
your spirituality. While you cheerfully receive 
all who give evidence that the Lord hath received 
them, you will withdraw yourselves from the 
disorderly and impenitent, and have no fellow- 
ship with them, no, not so much as to eat bread. 
Amongst the seasons which test character may 
be included the day of death. It comes upon 
all men, and is not unfrequently attended with 
such circumstances as give ample opportunity 
for ascertaining how far principle has been con- 
nected with profession. The unfounded and 
ignorant hopes which unbelievers have enter- 
tained of salvation have perished, amidst the 
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scenes of dissolution^ as hay and stubble^ when 
toached by the fire ; and on the couch of death, 
the power of faith and love has, in the case of 
countless multitudes, appeared triumphant. 
They have passed through the fire, and were 
refined as silver, and tried as gold. " Their final 
hour brought glory to their God." When tried 
they have not been found wanting. And thus, 
the reality and efficacy of divine grace have been 
manifested to the glory of the Lord. 

But all these seasons of trial, though severe 
and salutary, are not sufficient for the purposes 
of ultimate manifestation, and hence a more 
searching and extensive ordeal awaits the church, 
in the process of trial in the day of jud^ent. 
To this eispecial reference is made in our text. 
In the Bible it is termed the day of God; the 
day of the Lord ; that great and terrible day ; 
and here, emphatically, the day. It will be 
ushered in by lightning and tempest, and be 
revealed by fire. That will try every man*s work. 
The labours of all who have ever toiled in the 
erection of the Spiritual temple, from the days of 
Adam to the consummation of all things, will be 
tried. There will be assembled E^och, who 
spake of the coming of Christ, and Noah, the 
preacher of righteousness ; there Moses, the pro- 
phet in Jeshurun, and Solomon, the preacher in 
Jerusalem; there the goodly company of the 
prophets and apostles, and humbler pastors, who 
ministered in subsequent ages of the church. 
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Their numbers are countless^ like the stars of the 
firmament. MtLHj of them are now forgotten 
amongst men, but all shall be again brought to 
view. Their names and works shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance. All that they have 
built shall be tried. The ignorant, and the 
enlightened; th^ worldly^ and the spiritual; 
the proud^^and the lowly; the wavering, and the 
Steadfast ; the hypocritical^ and the sincere, will 
alike be tried. Religious profession will be at 
an end, and the dispensation of grace be closed. 
The mere scaffolding set up for the purposes of 
erecting the building will be removed, $md every 
part of the edifice will be exposed to a scrutiny, 
severe as that of fire, " The day will declare 
it;" for then will be fulfilled the prediction, by 
Malachi, concerning saints and sinners : ^' And 
they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, 
in that day when I make up my jewels. And 
the proud, and all that do wickedly shall be 
stubble, and the day that cometh shall bum 
them up." Let us solemnly and prayerfully 
anticipate this period, and ask, who may abide 
the day of his coming? and exclaim, ''The 
Lord grant unto us that we may obtain mercy 
of the Lord in that day !" 

4. It remains only that we notice the pleasing 
and awful results in which this trial will ter< 
minate. 

In the lengthened description of final judg- 
ment given by our Lord, as recorded in the 
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twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew's gospel, he 
speaks first of the recompense of grace awaiting 
believers, imd then of the awful exactions of 
strict justice in their bearing on the ungodly, to 
teach us that he delights in mercy, and is not 
willing that men should perish. So the apostle 
here alludes, in the first place, to the honour and 
happiness of the wise builders, and then to the 
confusion and loss of the unwise. ''If any 
man's work abide, he shall receive a reward. If 
any man's work be burned, he shall suffer loss." 
These statements teach us : — 

That, as ministerial labour is connected with 
the building up of the true church of Christ, it 
will be approved and rewarded. And much of 
the earnest humble labours going on from day to 
day, in the various sections of the church of 
God, is of this order, and will endure in its 
results for ever. We are building for eternity, and 
are cheered with the hope of reward. While 
personal salvation must arise exclusively from 
the merit of our Saviour, there are peculiar 
features in the happiness awaiting the servants 
of God, from its connexion with works of faith 
and labours of love, in this present world. You 
can imagine, better than we can describe, the 
pleasure that will then arise from the conscious- 
ness that we were enabled to do good, and to 
promote the divine glory ; the exquisite enjoy- 
ment that will be realised in hearing the plaudit 
of the Great Master, as he says, " Well done. 
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good and faithful servant; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord;" the felicity of hallowed fellow- 
ship with those who> through our instrumentality, 
were brought to Christ, and were built upon him. 
And this blessedness awaits all the laborious and 
useful servants of God. In this light the apostles 
looked upon their labours, when they spoke of 
the proportion which their reward should bear 
to the number of those who have been saved 
by their instrumentality. This St. Paul con- 
sidered " the fruit or reward of his labour," while 
he continued in the ilesh; and his ''joy, and 
crown of rejoicing, in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at his coming." Deeply interested, 
as I trust I am, in your welfare, permit me to 
urge on jou the exhortation of the beloved 
apostle of the Lamb, " And now little children, 
abide in him, that when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him 
at his coming." 

We are further taught, that /is far as minis- 
terial toil has been unwise and unscriptural, it 
will result in loss. In the Olympic games a man 
was not crowned except he strove lawfully. And 
in building up the church of Christ, we can look 
for no reward, but as we have aimed to do his 
work, in the spirit and with the object he has 
enjoined. So that if a pastor bring into a church 
persons who are unregenerate, his work will be 
destroyed. No professions or church standing, 
or even office in the church, will save from the 
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doom awaiting the enemies of Christ. And if 
the taught perish^ the teachers will Buffer loss ; 
if the materials built up are consumed, the 
builders will fail of their professed Qbjoet .and 
reward. They will be deprived of thei joy con- 
nected with the lawful end of their toLl> and be 
filled with confusion and punful disappointmente 
This great and irretrievable loss will be justly 
incurred, as through apathy and neglect they 
failed to watch for souls, as men who must give 
account Such considerations urge the officers 
of churches to take heed how they build, and 
they equally enforce on you the duty of looking 
'^to yourselves that we lose not thos0 tbing!^ 
which we have wrought, but that we receiye a 
full reward." 2 Episv John 8. 

But, as ministers who are imbued with personal 
piety, they will be saved. An official holiness 
will not qualify him who wears it for entering 
heaven. Ungodly men who assume the garb of 
piety, in the sacred desk, or in the presidency of 
the church, can but receive the greater cour 
demnation. Good, but unwise teacheifsiy who 
have laid the foundation well, but built with 
injudicious zeal, though ashamed as pastors^ 
will be saved as believer^ " yet so as by fire." 
Like individuals surrounded by the devouring 
flame, who escape for their lives, and .leave all 
the accumulated property of years to perish. 
So great is the imperfection of human i;Kkstrum^ir 
tality, that there is reason to apprehend that the 
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work of all teachers will suffer some degree of 
loss. Many^ it is to be hoped, will lose little; 
some, we fear, will lose a large proportion ; and 
others, unhappily, almost all of that on which 
they laboured. Still, happy will they be if they 
are saved, though as by fire. 

This subject can scarcely fail to remind you 
of the responsibility of the pastoral office. It is 
the burden of the Lord ; the work of saving souls 
from death ; and of training immortal spirits for 
the skies. The cares of the shepherd for his 
flock, of the physician for his patient, of the 
nurse for her child, furnish correct but faint 
illustrations of the more intense anxiety which 
characterises the faithful minister of the gospel. 
We are not sufficient of ourselves to discharge 
this ministry. Pray for us, brethren, that we may 
be workmen that needeth not to be ashamed ; 
that we may take heed unto ourselves, and unto 
the doctrine we preach, so as to both save our- 
selves, and them that hear us; that we may 
wisely build up the church ; and when the chief 
Shepherd shall appear, receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. Amen. 



^|t ITouns fintiittli. 



A SERMON, &c. 



I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thine offspring: and they shall 
spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water- 
courses. One shall say, I am the Lord's; and another 
shall call himself by Uie name of Jacob ; and another 
shall subscribe with his hand to the Lord, and surname 
himself by the name of Israel. — Isaiah, xliv. S-5. 



We are indebted to the Bible, wbiqh is a re- 
velation from^God, for those accurate and com- 
prehensive views of human nature and character, 
which, while they humible us by correcting the 
false estimates we are prone to entertain of our 
moral condition, commend themselves to our 
acceptance, by their obvious truthfulness and 
conformity to our experience and observation. 
All the views taken of man^ apart from the testi- 
mony of the word of God, are more or less 
defective and erroneous. They either degrade 
our nature to a point of hopeless depression, or 
fictitiously ascribe to it properties which render 
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it independent of divine grace and spiritual 
influence. 

In proof and illustration of this assertion we 
may remind you, that man is not unfrequently 
represented as a being but little in advance 
of the beasts that perish. He is spoken of as 
an organized clod, deriving all his power of 
thought and feeling from the superior mechanism 
of his frame, and destined to a deprivation of 
consciousness by death. Thus regarded as a 
mere machine under inevitable laws, he is de- 
prived of all accountability to his Maker for his 
actions or for his faith. This infidel theory seeks 
the palliation of crime by the degradation of the 
criminal, and annihilates the distinctions between 
vice and virtue, and destroys the hope of immor- 
tality. But all this is happily confuted by the 
statement of facts contained in the sacred scrip- 
tures. From these we learn that man, the last, 
is the noblest work of God ; that the Creator 
formed his body out of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into bis nostrils the breath of life, 
and that he became a living soul ; that he is a 
being endued with understanding and will, that 
his spirit is immaterial and immortal, and must 
survive in death, and exist for ever. This consti- 
tution of his nature renders him accountable, and 
demonstrates his superiority to all the things 
that perish in the using. Hence the scriptural 
injunction to " Honour all men." 

More frequently, however, statements are put 
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forth as to the dignity and integrity of human 
nature^ which tend to render it independent of 
the grace and mercy of God. From these repre- 
sentations we might suppose that man is un- 
fallen ; that no depravity inheres in his nature ; 
and that he is able to become his own saviour. 
Assumptions confident in their tone, reasonings 
false in their foundations, and figures misapplied 
to their objects, are all pressed into the service 
of this theory. It assumes the wisdom of man 
as sufficient for all religious purposes, while the 
Bible declares it to be foolishness; as, *' the world, 
by wisdom, knew not God." It speaks of man 
as a religious animal, standing in the temple of 
nature before the altar of the Invisible, and mi- 
nistering as the high priest ; but alas ! the sacri- 
fices he presents are those of barbarism and 
blood, at the shrine of an unknown deity. It 
describes the human mind as a perfect blank, on 
which any writing may readily be inscribed; 
but it would be more accurate to conceive of it 
as a tablet on which invisible letters were formed 
with sympathetic ink, and which, when brought 
out to view by the heat of temptation, reveal 
themselves in the written characteristic of the 
carnal mind, " Enmity against God." 

The advocates of this theory, when reminded 
of the difficulties which surround it, by a refer- 
ence to the palpable evidence of human depra- 
vity, as seen in the wickedness and rebellion of 
mankind, attempt to account for the existing 
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evils of society by resolving them into the power 
of bad example^ the inefficiency of the instruc- 
tion communicated to the people^ and the feeble- 
ness of the means employed to subdue the wrong 
and to strengthen the right They forget that if 
the fountain were pure^ the streams would not 
always be de61ed ; and that if a tree, in every 
clime, and with every mode of culture, brought 
forth evil fruit, the conclusion would be just and 
inevitable, that the tree itself was corrupt. Now, 
as man in all circumstances naturally displays a 
deep-rooted ungodliness, we are compelled to 
trace his sinfulness of character to the depravity 
of his nature. '* The heart is deceitful above all 
things. God made man upright, but he has 
sought out many inventions." 

The defective and erroneous views of the 
mental and moral condition of mankind, on 
which we have commented, lead to fatal mistakes 
in the means proposed or adopted for the 
elevation of our race. By those who underrate 
the capacity of man, he is abandoned to the 
hopelessness of a savage or barbarous condition. 
Infidelity has originated no mission to enlighten 
and bless the more degraded tribes of men ; but 
has appropriately left the enterprise to Chris- 
tianity, which proposes to elevate the outcasts to 
the privileges of a civilised manhood, and to 
raise them to the participation of a divine nature. 
And the utmost that mere philosophic men have 
proposed for the advanti^e of the world is found 
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in the power of legislative enactments, endeavours 
after the physical improvement of the people^ or 
in the teachings of an ideal and experimental 
philosophy, which, it is held, will convert the 
world into a paradi8e> and restore man to the 
possession of dignity and joy. There is, indeed, 
a sort of hopelessness in the appeal which they 
make to the good within us, which may be well 
increased by the fact, that all their remedial 
measures have been tried^ arid tried in vain. 
Their enchantments have failed, and the wand 
of their attraction has touched humanity at every 
pointy without the production of spiritual life and 
peace. 

The sacred scriptures, while expounding the 
nature and extent of that woe in which we are 
involved^ present the antidote, the specific 
remedy. They tell us that man is fallen^ but 
not hopelessly so^ as through Christ he may be 
raised and purified. Society^ in its unregenerate 
state^ is compared to a wide-spread scene of 
moral desolation^ to a waste, howling wilderness. 
Yet it is a soil capable of prgducing good fruit, 
and bearing plants of righteousness. But it will 
remain sterile and unfruitful till the moral cul- 
ture of the gospel is applied to it, till it receive 
into its bosom plants of our heavenly Father's 
right-hand planting, and till the Spirit be poured 
from on high. Then, the wilderness and the 
solitary place shall be rendered glad^ and the 
desert rejoice and blossom as the rose. Then, 
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instead of the thorn there shall come up the fir 
tree> and instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle tree ; and this moral miracle shall be to 
the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off. To this point of hopeful 
expectation we are conducted by the promises 
of Jehovah^ in the language of the text. ** 

Our subject is divine influence^ in its bearing 
on the young; and will, I hope, be appropriate 
to our present circumstances. In the morning, 
we addressed the church on the person and work 
of Jesus Christ, and their professed relation to 
him ; and now we invite the youthful part of the 
congregation to ponder the royal gift of his Spirit, 
procured by his mediation. By a large proportion 
of the Christian church, this day (Whitsunday) is 
observed in commemoration of the descent of the 
Holy Ghost. Though we do not think there is 
any scriptural authority for such observance, yet 
we have no hesitation about the propriety of 
directing our thoughts into channels thus pre- 
pared by general practice. Young people have 
a strong c}aim on Uie sympathies and care of the 
Christian ministry. In watching the flock, we 
are instructed to feed the lambs, and in caring 
for all the family, our obligation is peculiarly to 
care for those whose inexperience or feebleness 
would expose them to the greatest danger. We 
have often appealed to you on religious subjects, 
and urged you to a wise and early choice of the 
service of God. Our message to night is sub- 
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stantially the same, though the phra4seol<^y of 
the text will lead us to regard it from a different 
point of observation. The words now brought 
before you furnish us with three distinct views 
of the work of the Spirit, as embracing the 
necessity, the nature, and the effects of divine 
influence. Favour us with your serious and 
prayerful attention to this subject, and may the 
Lord, the Spirit, aid our meditations, and bless 
his holy word ! 

1 . The necessity of divine influence is to be 
gathered from the character of the persons ad- 
dressed. " Him that is thirsty — ^the dry ground." 

Graphic and affecting terms are here employed 
to describe the state of mankind, when the grace 
of the Spirit is withheld or withdrawn. Him that 
is thirsty, or rather, '* the thirsty land," for the 
word ( W2t tzame,) refers to a waste or wilder- 
ness, and is in harmony with the other descrip- 
tive term, "the dry ground.*' The figure is 
taken from a waste wilderness, a burning sandy 
desert» on which the refreshing dew or fructifying 
shower has not fallen, and from, which nothing 
but thorns and briers can spring. 

It represents a state of moral destitution. The 
face of nature is entirely dependent on the dews 
and rains of heaven for its picturesque and fruit- 
ful appearance. In their absence the earth 
moumeth and languisheth, and sterility and 
gloom pervade the surface of the globe. Very 
mournful must have been the spectacle in the 
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days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up 
for three years and six months, and great famine 
spread throughout the land of Israel. Vegeta- 
tion disappeared, streams and brooks and rivers 
were dried up, the cattle were nearly all de- 
stroyed, and great multitudes of human beings 
perished. And such a picture of destitution and 
want may, in a figure, be transferred to the 
moral condition of man, without divine grace. 
Separated from God, and deprived of the gra- 
cious visits of his mercy, the human spirit is 
afflicted and wretched. Nothing can compensate 
us for the absence of Deity ; nothing can be sub- 
stituted for the blessings of his salvation. The 
heart cannot repose with comfort and security in 
the forms of superstition and idolatry ; the mind 
cannot be satisfied with the desperate conclusions 
of infidelity, or rest in the uncertainties of scep- 
ticism. The refuge of self-righteousness fails 
before the demands and accusations of an 
awakened conscience, and the broken-hearted 
sinner finds none in this wide world to pity him 
or to heal. The various blandishments of wealth, 
the attractive allurements of honour, the dis- 
tinctions of intellectual superiority, and the 
seductions of carnal pleasure, are all insufficient 
to give solid enjoyment to the undying spirits of 
men. On all hands there is a want confessed. 
The eye is fixed with eagerness, the ear is attent 
with diligence, and the spirit pants, with ardour, 
as the voice of enquiry is uttered, from innu- 
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merable lips, "Who will show us any good?" 
Men thirst for happiness as the thirsty land does 
for the refreshing shower; but no amount of 
worldly good, no modification of earthly enjoy- 
ment, can meet the craving desires of their 
nature, which can never be adequately supplied, 
until met by the blessed fulfilment of the pro- 
mises in our text ; " I will pour water upon the 
thirsty land." Happy are they who thirst for 
God, even the living God, "for they shall be 
filled." 

The language we are considering describes a 
character of unfruitfulness. This is denoted by the 
phrase, " the dry ground." We have all marked 
the unproductive state of the earth in n season of 
continued drought. Whatever culture may have 
been bestowed upon it, or however capable the soil 
of producing fmit, all that is valuable in vegeta- 
tion has gradually expired, while that which is 
worthless and rank has alone appeared to thrive. 
Equally unproductive of good is the human 
heart in the absence of divine influence. It 
bears only thorns and briers, which are rejected, 
and are nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be 
burned. No fruit corresponding with the means 
of culture and the amount of care bestowed is 
produced. No fruit worthy of man, or accept- 
able to God, is put forth. The fruits of repent- 
ance and of faith, of patience and of holiness, of 
zeal and of love, are all wanting. The moral 
worthlessness of the un regenerate is set forth in 
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the parable of the barren ^g tree. The divine 
owner comes and seeks fruit, year by year, but 
there is nothing to recompense his care, for it 
puts forth only leaves. At a distance the tree 
appears to be goodly and fruitful, but a nearer 
survey undeceives the casual observier, who finds 
nothing in it worthy of praise. He approaches 
a plant on which labour has been expended, und 
sees placed at its roots the axe of judgment; he 
hears the mandate, " Cut it down — ^Why cum- 
bereth it the ground ?" He listens to the inter- 
cession of the vine-dresser for its further trial, 
and the declaration of a deferred destruction, 
with the prospect of its future fruitfulness. And 
such is the wretched and dangerous condition of 
the human family till gracious influence descends. 
Then, as nature rejoices after a shower, and puts 
forth its flowers and fruits, we rejoice in the fruits 
of holiness, which adorn our characters, and 
dignify our lives. Then, we revive as the com, 
and flourish as the vine; are like a green fir tree, 
and bring forth fruit to the glory of God. 

The evils incident to society at large are re- 
presented as extending to the rising generation. 
They who are planted in the coutts of the Lord 
should flourish in the house of our God, and 
bring forth fruit even in old age. But this is 
traced to the divine blessing, and without it even 
the young fail to realise the end of their exist- 
ence. They may be as averse to goodness as the 
aged transgressor ; sow to the flesh, and of the 
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flesh reap corruption. The want and degeneracy 
depicted in the text belong even to the ofispring 
of believers^ to the children of the church. 
Grace is not hereditary. The entail of piety 
may be cut off, and the children of the kingdom 
be cast' out, as worthless and unprofitable. 
" Think not to say within yourselves/' said the 
forerunner of our Lord to the Jews, *' We have 
Abraham to our father;" for their relaticm to 
him could be of no saving advantage, unless 
they participated the faith and spirit of that 
renowned patriarch ; and this, multitudes of them 
did not, though descended from him according 
to the flesh. 

The irreligious indecision of young persons 
who have the honour of a pious ancestry is 
indeed extremely painful. Brought into a 
visible relationship to the new covenant by the 
ordinance of baptism, they are especially ad- 
dressed by the promises made to them and to 
their parents. God has said he will be a God to 
them. They are the subjects of valuable in- 
struction. From infancy they are taught the 
meaning of those scriptures, which make wise 
unto salvation, are brought under the sound of the 
gospel, and conducted to the house of God. 
Parental teachings have fallen on their ear, and 
parental affection has appealed to their hearts. 
They are the children of many prayers, and have 
been agonized over in the spirit of Him who said, 
" Oh, that Ishmael might live before thee ! " Such 
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persons are objects of intense interest to the 
church of Christ, whose hopes are greatly fixed 
on their future consecration to the Saviour. 
Some of them are to minister in the sanctuary, 
when our voices are silent in death ; and others j 

are to be missionaries to the heathen, when the ' 

present race of ambassadors have fallen on their 
high places. We look to them to fill our seats 
and to occupy our stations, when we are in the 
sepulchre ; they are to carry into effect the | 

designs we have originated, to work out the 
plans of usefulness in which we have engaged, 
and to be witnesses for God when we are num- 
bered with the people that were. They are spec- 
tacles to angels and to men. A great contest is 
maintained by opposing principles and parties, 
which aim at their ruin or salvation. Oh, will 
you not, my young friends, be suitably affected 
by the responsibility of your position, and yield 
yourselves unto God ? Will you not ask Him to 
give you his Holy Spirit, with the confidence 
and earnestness with which you would ask for 
any indispensable earthly good at the hand of a 
parent ? This gift you need ; seek it with per- 
severing importunity proportioned to its infinite 
importance, and be encouraged to believe that 
you shall obtain the renewing and sanctifying 
influences of grace, for God has said, "I will 
pour out my Spirit unto you, I will make known 
unto you my words." 

2. We invite you to ponder the nature of 
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divine inilueDce, as represented in the metapho- 
rical language by which it is described^ '' I will 
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground." 

Under a variety of figures, drawn from the 
elements of nature^ the person and work of the 
Spirit of God are described. Emblems derived' 
from the wind, in its invisible, mysterious, sove- 
reign, and various operations, are used to denote 
the character of his workings on the human 
mind. To a flame of fire, purifying the powers 
of the soul, he is compared, when spoken of^ as 
" a Spirit of burning." More frequently, how- 
ever^ the figure of the text is used, and the Spirit 
is said to be poured from on high as rain, as 
dew, and as floods of living water. The pro- 
priety and beauty of the metaphor are manifest, 
as it instructs us in the qualities of divine grace, 
and in the principle on which it is communi- 
cated. 

The peculiar properties of the promised bless- 
ing are strikingly pourtrayed by the emblem 
employed. Water is only a commcm benefit, 
because a widely spread and constantly imparted 
boon. It is invaluable, and it supplies, in its 
properties, analogies by which we may illustrate 
the gift of the Spirit of God. The allusion is 
not here, as in some other cases, to the cleansing 
influence of water, as applied to the human 
frame, but rather to its effects as falling on the 
thirsty soil ; and there we trace its softening. 
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subduing power. It penetrates the pores of the 
earthy insinuates itself through every channel, 
and by its continued operation melts and sub- 
dues many of the hardest substances with which 
we are acquainted. Thus Omnipotent grace sub- 
dues all things unto itself, melts the most un- 
yielding nature, dissolves the flinty unfeeling 
heart, and produces the heart of flesh. We are 
reminded of the fructifying influence of the dew 
and rain. Coming down upon the mown grass, 
and running in streams between the valleys; the 
earth is covered with verdure, food for cattle, and 
herbs for the service of man, are produced. The 
year is crowned with goodness, while the paths 
of heaven drop fatness on the earth beneath. So, 
under the influence of divine grace, the Christian 
is rendered fruitful in every good word and work. 
Those who, in time past, were unprofitable, bring 
forth fruit unto holiness, and their end is ever- 
lasting life. The figurative representation evi- 
dently includes an allusion to the refreshing 
influence of water. As the cooling dew to the 
parched leaf, as the refreshing shower to the 
thirsty land, as the flowing stream to the pilgrim 
band in the desert, as cold water to the thirsty 
soul, so is the gift of the Spirit. By this figure 
the grace of the gospel is exhibited. " If any 
man thirst," said the Saviour, " let him come 
unto me and drink. He that believeth on me, 
as the scripture hath said, out of his heart shall 
flow rivers of living water. But this spake he of 
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the Spirit, which they that believe on him should 
receive," From the throne of his glory he an- 
nounces this gracious gift> as he declares, " It is 
done. I am Alpha and Omega. I will give unto 
him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of 
life freely. Let him that is athicst come." En- 
couraged by these exceeding great and precious 
promises, we urge you to implore this blessing, 
and to pray, "Oh, satisfy us early with thy 
mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days." 

Th« manner of its bestowment further illus- 
trates the aptness of the metaphor. As the 
atoning work of Jesus Christ is symbolised by the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper, the work of the 
Holy Ghost is shadowed forth by the adminis- 
tration of Christian baptism. The blood of the 
Saviour is said to be sprinkled, and the grace of 
the Spirit is represented by affusion, or the pour- 
ing out of water. The promise to us and to our 
children is, "I will sprinkle clean water upon 
you." This, among other reasons, is the justifi- 
cation of our practice of sprinkling water when 
we baptize. The Spirit is never represented in 
the scriptures as an element into which persons 
are plunged, but as a grace poured out upon 
man. " The Spirit fell upon them," we are told, 
and was poured out on individuals and commu- 
nities in the early ages of Christianity. The 
mode of operation, as well as the appearances of 
nature, are employed to illustrate the doctrines 
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which are taught, and the facts that transpire 
under the dispensation of the Spirit. And when 
this gift is compared to rain, it reminds us that 
the benefit is of divine origin. Like the rain, it 
descends from heaven. Our Father sendeth rain 
on the just and on the unjust. Every good gift 
and perfect boon is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights. The Spirit is not of 
earthly, but of celestial origin ; and this affords 
additional encouragement to pray for its commu- 
nication. This gift is free, being imparted on a 
principle of divine gracOw It is like the dew and 
rain, which wait not for man, and tarry not for 
the sons of men. It is proportioned not by the 
merit, but by the necessities of the creature, and 
is regulated by the tender mercies of God. Free 
as the light that shines on all lands, as the air 
we breathe, as the limpid streams and fountains 
of water, we may take it without money or price. 
It is said of the stream which followed the 
Israelites in the desert, "They did all drink the 
same spiritual drink, for they drank of the rock 
that followed them, and that rock was Christ." 
And so now, the rich and poor, the noble and 
plebeian, the philosopher and illiterate, the aged 
and the young, may all receive of this gift. Like 
the rain, which falls plentifully upon the earth, 
divine grace is abundant in its communications. 
" God giveth not the Spirit by measure." Showers 
of divine blessing are promised in the latter days. 
Myriads have paiticipated this grace, and mil- 
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lions more shall receive it. It shall descend on 
the afflicted^ desolate^ and destitute races of 
men^ like torrents of rain poured on the thirsty 
soil; the blessings of salvation shall be as 
signal and appropriate as floods of water sud- 
denly descending on the dry and barren earth. 
Times of refreshing have come^ and shall conti- 
nue to come from the presence of the Lord. Re- 
newed effusions of his Spirit shall be vouchsafed, 
till land after land shall feel their reviving power, 
and the memorable promise be fulfilled, '' I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh." May the 
Lord hasten it in his time, that the whole earth 
may be filled with his glory ! 

3. We have now to observe the effects of 
divine influence, as traced in its results. 

Two things are beautifully denoted in the 
latter part of our text as certainly resulting from 
the effusion of the Divine Spirit. There shall 
be numerous conversions to God, and corres- 
ponding avowed attachment to the service of 
Jehovah. These things are stated, partly in a 
figure harmonizing with the representations we 
have already considered, and partly by a refer- 
ence to well-understood prevailing practices 
among men. In the former case it is said, 
"They shall grow up as among the grass, as 
willows by the water courses ;" or, as Dr. Lowth 
has rendered it with more distinctness, " As the 
grass among the waters, as the willows beside the 
aqueducts;" and, in the latter case, by the an- 

E 
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nouncemeat^ '* One shall say I am the Lord's, 
and another shall call liimself by the name of 
Jacob." 

Numerous conversions to God are the result 
of gracious communications from heaven. Like 
seeds deeply cast into the ground, and which 
have been kept from germination by a superin- 
cumbent mass of earth, but which rapidly spring 
up when reached by the plentiful showers, so 
divine truth, which has been lodged in the 
youthful mind, expands with a rapid growth 
when reached by the quickening influences of 
the Spirit of the Lord. The converts of the 
Redeemer shall spring up as silently, as suddenly 
as the grass in moistened soil ; and their growth 
shall be as rapid and strong as that of trees 
planted by water courses. A vigorous and luxu- 
riant growth in piety and holiness is predicted 
for the young. A similar figure to denote the 
prosperity and happiness of the righteous occurs 
in the first Psalm, where it is said, '' He shall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season." And thus, 
while sinners are renewed in the spirit of their 
minds, believers grow in grace, and are fruitful 
in every good word and work. And while all 
classes of a community participate the influence, 
it is promised especially to the children of be- 
lievers, who should pray earnestly that this rich 
inheritance may descend on their offspring. It 
realizes all the impressions we entertain of the 
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nature of a genuine revival of religion, to find the 
Spirit of God descending like streams of living 
water, and Christians springing forth in the 
graces of piety, and growing in love and holy 
obedience. 

By experience and by observation we have 
been taught our entire dependence as commu- 
nities on this heavenly gift. We have known a 
minister labour for years, apparently in vain, and 
at length the Spirit has been poured out, and 
multitudes have been converted to the faith of 
Christ. We have known seasons of drought and 
sterility hang over a church, in which few acces- 
sions have been made to its numbers, and few 
indications of spiritual life appertained to its 
members, till God has remembered and visited 
it in mercy ; and, as the result, converts have 
sprung up like the grass in numbers, and like 
the plants for vigour and beauty. Astonishment 
at the result has been blended with devout 
thanksgiving. We were like them that dreamed. 
We said, " The Lord hath done great things for 
us. They that sow in tears shall reap in joy." 
Oh, let us, as parents and as Christians, give 
ourselves to prayer for the fulfilment of the pro- 
mises made to the young, that the beauty of the 
Lord our God may be upon them. 

Open consecration to the service of Christ 
will succeed the outpouring of his Spirit. Many 
shall come and subscribe their names to {he 
covenant with God, and profess their attachment 
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to him. It is probable that the various state- 
ments of the text, referring to personal consecra- 
tion to the Lord, were signally accomplished in 
the general prevalence of religion among the 
Hebrews after their return from the captivity ; 
but they are equally fulfilled in the experience 
and conduct of believers under the times of the 
Messiah. God pours his Spirit like gentle dews 
or falling torrents on the multitude, and the 
result is, that many publicly profess attachment 
to him. This is demanded by the spirit of the 
gospel, and is at once appropriate and grateful. 
If the soul be quickened and kept alive, the evi- 
dences will be seen in a life of hallowed obedi- 
ence. If we give ourselves unto the Lord we are 
laid under obligation to connect ourselves with 
his people. If we belong to the Saviour we 
should boldly avow our attachment to him. The 
text, in affecting terms, describes the character- 
istics of a Christian profession. 

It is individual and pei*sonal. " One shall say, 
I am the Lord's." I belong to Jehovah, I devote 
myself to him. This expresses the true nature 
of a profession of religion, which involves the 
feeling that we are not our own, but that we 
belong to Christ, who bought us with his 
blood ; and includes a recognition of the right 
► which ^God has to our time, and service, and 
persons, and a yielding up of ourselves to him, 
through the Saviour. Such dedication is indi- 
vidual. " One, another, I, himself." These 
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words are brought together to denote that, under 
the influence we have described, religion is felt 
to be a personal concern, and this is the great 
work which the Holy Spirit produces, discover- 
ing our individual responsibility and danger, 
our personal helplessness, and need of an interest 
in the blessings which the Saviour died to pro- 
cure, and is now exalted to bestow. The religi- 
ous question which a careless mind would pro- 
pose is one that respects some subtle point of 
theology, or some conjecture about others, as, 
" Are there few that be saved ? And what shall 
this man do ?'' But the awakened spirit will 
enquire. What shall I do to be saved ? How 
can I lay hold on eternal life ? The church in a 
lethargic state of piety may indulge in curious 
speculations, and push unprofitable enquiry tip 
to the line of presumption, but when the Spirit 
is poured from on high, this temper yields to an 
anxious concern for our loftiest good. Persons 
under such influence come to the sanctuary 
not to be pleased, but to be saved ; they hear 
the word, not for others, but for themselves; 
they ask the way to heaven, and strive to 
enter in at the strait gate. Such individual 
concern about religion, such personal conse- 
cration to Christ, we would urge, beloved, 
upon you. It will profit you nothing that your « 
parents, or brethren, or friends are saved, if you 
perish. If the whole world be saved, and you 
lose your own soul, their salvation will but 
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aggravate your misery. Seek then, as the one 
thing needful for you, a personal interest in the 
favour and friendship of God. 

Genuine piety, in its nature and profession, is 
marked by holy decision. " One shall say, I am 
the Lord s." Not, I should like to be his, or I 
hope to be his, or mean to be his; but, my heart 
is fixed. "Another shall call himself by the 
name of Jacob." That is, he shall regard him- 
self as belonging to the same family, worship- 
ping the same God, and maintaining the same 
belief as Jacob. Equivalent to this is the adop- 
tion of a Christian profession, in which a man 
calls himself by the name of Christ. "And 
another shall subscribe with his hand unto the 
Lord." It is supposed by some that there is a 
reference in this phrase to the practice of mark- 
ing on the hand, either with ink, or by punctures, 
or with a branding-iron, the name of parties to 
whom individuals were attached. Thus, the 
slave bore the name of his master ; the soldier 
the name of his commander ; apd the idolater 
that of his god. Such a mark was, by some, 
borne in the forehead, and by others in the hand. 
Hence we read of the votaries of antichrist, that 
" all men, free and bond, receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads." — Rev. xiii. 16. 
» We do not, however, regard this as the true in- 
terpretation of the passage, for the writing is not 
on the hand, but with it ; and is a figure appa- 
rently taken from the mode of contracting, or 
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covenanting^ where the name is subscribed to the 
instrument. And this further expresses the na- 
ture of a Christian profession. We g^ve in our 
names to the Lord. They are enrolled by our vo- 
luntary desire, and recorded amongst the names of 
his friends. This is done in the presence of wit- 
nesses. Such compact is sealed at the supper of 
the Lord, which is a covenanting ordinance, in 
which we bring ourselves under solemn obliga- 
tion to be the faithful soldiers and servants of 
Jesus Christ. ** And another shall surname him- 
self by the name of Israel." He shall call 
himself a descendant of him, who, as a Prince, 
wrestled with the angel of the covenant, and pre- 
vailed. He shall be united to the true Israel, 
" who worship God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh ;'* and 
of this new name he shall not be ashamed, but 
honourably avow his attachment to Israel's God. 
Now, while we would not encourage rash and 
premature professions of religion, on the part of 
the young, but would urge them to sit down and 
count the cost of an open declaration of faith in 
Christ; we do intreat of you a deliberate and 
decided consecration to the Saviour. Who 
among you is on the Lord's side ? Who will go 
without the camp unto Jesus, bearing his re- 
proach ? How long halt ye between two opi- . 
nions ? If you have renounced your sin, and 
repaired to the Saviour, join yourselves unto his 
people. By an open profession let it be known 
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to the church and to the world, to heaven and to 
hell, that you are not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ. Say of his church, " This people shall 
be my people, and their God my God." Thus 
will you avouch the Lord to be your God, and 
subscribe with your hand unto him. And you 
shall be his in life and in death. As you were 
not ashamed of Christ on earth, he will own you 
in the day of his coming, and give to you " a 
new name" for ever. 

The profession described and enjoined is influ- 
ential in its example. " One, and another shall 
say, I am the Lord's." We cannot live to our- 
selves, but must necessarily influence others for 
good or for evil. Christianity sanctifies the ties 
of social life, and subordinates our power over 
others to the advancement of their highest in- 
terests. The benevolent spirit of the gospel 
prompts us to deep concern, and to holy activity. 
When the Spirit is poured from on high, and an 
individual is converted to Jesus, he becomes a 
light to his family, and to the neighbourhood in 
which he resides. Like Andrew, who, ^when 
called by the Saviour, first found his own bro- 
ther Simon, and brought him to Jesus, the young 
convert will endeavour, by all means, to bring 
his kindred to Christ. As a teacher in a Sab- 
bath school, as a visitor of the sick, or a distri- 
butor of religious tracts, he will enlarge the 
sphere of his influence. In the private walks of 
life, as a Christian ; or in the sanctuary, as a 
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minister of reconciliation^ he will be the means 
of " winning souls." By many, his conduct and 
teachings will be alike disregarded, but others 
will be won by his conversation. One of a family, 
and two of a city will be taken, and conducted 
to the heavenly Zion. Thus the gospel will be 
diffused, and the glory of God be advanced, in 
the salvation of immortal spirits. 

And let me remind you, my dear young 
friends, that you are responsible for the right 
employment of that influence over others which 
you possess. If you use it wisely and well, you 
will gather fruit unto life eternal. If you omit 
to use it in favour of the claims of religion, or if 
you employ it to advance the cause of evil, you 
will be covered with remorse and shame. There 
was a young man who had forsaken the guide of 
his youth, and forgotten the covenant of his God, 
and had employed his influence to injure, rather 
than to bless his fellows, who, recently, on the 
bed of death, exclaimed in agony, " I am dying 
— when I am dead, bury me — and, oh, if you can, 
bury my influence with me." But this last re- 
quest was vain. His influence would continue 
to live when his spirit had departed to the invi- 
sible world. And so it will be with you. The 
influence of your example will extend itself far 
and wide, and be perpetuated in the character of 
others, when you have given in your account to 
God, the Judge of all. Let this be a motive 
with you for enlightened, holy, religious decision. 
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Proclaim your attachment to Jesus, and be faith- 
ful unto death. 

In conclusion, I urge you to this decision now. 
Consecrate yourselves unto the Lord this day, 
do not defer it to another, to a more convenient 
opportunity. By the mercies of God, we beseech 
you to surrender your hearts unto Him. May 
the Spirit so be poured out upon you, as to ena- 
ble you truthfully to utter the words of solemn 
consecration, in which we are about to join, in 
our hymn of praise — 

Here, in thy courts, I leave my vow, 

And thy rich grace record; 
Witness, ye saints, who hear me now, 

If I forsake the Lord. 

Amen. 



